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Why are drug labels so important?
 Generic Name – name given by manufacturer who 

developed the medication. Legally, all medication labels 
must identify the generic name. It appears under trade 
name in smaller letters, may be in (  )
◦ Example:     VISTARIL (hydroxyzine) ~ anti-anxiety

APRESOLINE (hydralazine) ~ treat HTN
 Brand Name (trade) – manufacture’s name for the drug 

(usually the most prominent name on the label and most 
of the time ALL CAPITALIZED 

& BOLD PRINT)
Brand/Trade 
Name

Generic 
Name

Registration Symbol–
given after trade mark 

formally registered             



Drug labels continued…
 Dosage Strength – weight or amount of drug 

provided in a specific unit of measurement (some 
may have 2 different strengths provided)
◦ EXAMPLE: 100 mg per tablet

40 mg per 5 mL
Combination  5 mg/500 mg 

 Form – identifies the structure and composition of 
the drug (tablet, liquid, solution, suppository, patch, 
or powder)
◦ Other forms: 

CR (controlled release) & SR (sustained release)
LA (long acting) & XL (long acting)
DS (double strength) 

(Don’t confuse these initials with USP or NF initials)



Drug labels continued…

 Total Volume – refers to full quantity obtained 
in package, bottle or vial. 

 Administration Route – refers to the site of the 
body or method of drug delivery into the client 
(Oral, IM, IV, Topical)

 Directions for Mixing or Reconstituting – refers 
to drugs that are dispensed in powder form 
which must be reconstituted for use

 Label Alerts – Warning such as: “keep in dry 
place”  “refrigerate after opening”  “protect 
from light”

 Expiration Date – may lose potency or become 
toxic









Drug labels continued…
 National Drug Code (NDC) – unique identifying 

number (like our SSN)  assigned to each 
medication listed under Section 510 of the U.S. 
Federal FDA. The segments identifies the 
labeler or vendor, product (within the scope of 
the labeler), and trade package of this product. 

 Ex: NDC 0009-5136-01
a) The first segment, the labeler code identifies any firm 

that manufactures, repacks or distributes a drug product. 
b) The second segment, the product segment, identifies a 

specific strength, dosage form, and formulation for a 
particular firm. 

c) The third segment, the package segment, identifies 
package forms and sizes. In very exceptional cases, 
product and package segments have contained characters 
other than digits. 



Drug labels continued…

 Lot or Control Numbers – for identification in 
case of recalls (tracking)

 United States Pharmacopeia (USP) – est. in 
1820, contains legally recognized standards of 
identity, strength, quality, purity, packaging, & 
labeling for drug substances, dosage forms, 
and other therapeutic products, including 
nutritionals and dietary supplements. 



Drug labels continued…

 National Formulary (NF) – est. in 1888 by the 
American Pharmaceutical Association, includes 
standards for excipients, botanicals, and other 
similar products. USP purchased the NF in 1975, 
creating the USP-NF which now contain 
specifications (tests, procedures, and 
acceptance criteria) that helps ensure the 
strength, quality, and purity of named items. It 
also helps to ensure the quality of compounded 
preparations. These monographs (book) are 
recognized worldwide and may be enforceable 
by the US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
and also by state agencies in the US.



Practice Reading Labels

On the following labels, complete the 
following information:
 Generic name: 
 Trade name: 
 Dosage strength: 
 Total Volume: 
 Warning or precautions: 
 How will you store this medication?
 Form of medication? 
 Any special instructions? 





Answer: 
Generic name: furosemide
Trade name: Lasix
Dosage strength: 10 mg/mL
Total Volume: 60 mL
Warning or precautions: 
None
How will you store this 
medication? None
Form of medication? Oral
Any special instructions? Use 
calibrated safety dropper
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Answer: 
Generic name: bethanechol chloride
Trade name: Urecholine
Dosage strength: 5.15 mg per m:
Total Volume: 1 mL 
Warning or precautions: None
How will you store this medication? 
Subcutaneous
Form of medication? Injection 
Any special instructions? None





Answer: 
Generic name: None
Trade name: Morphine Sulfate
Dosage strength: 10 mg per 5 mL
Total Volume: 5 mL
Warning or precautions: May be habit forming
How will you store this medication? None
Form of medication? Oral Solution 
Any special instructions? None





Answer: 
Generic name: nifedipine
Trade name: Adalat
Dosage strength: 30 mg
Total Volume: 90 tablets
Warning or precautions: 
How will you store this medication? Protect 
from light, protect from moisture
Form of medication? Tablet
Any special instructions? Swallowed whole, 
not bitten or divided
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Answer: 
Generic name: nitroglycerin
Trade name: Nitrostat
Dosage strength: 0.4 mg (1/150 gr)
Total Volume: 100 tablets
Warning or precautions: To prevent loss of 
potency, keep in the original container
How will you store this medication? Room 
temperature
Form of medication? Tablets
Any special instructions? None





Answer: 
Generic name: propranolol hydrochloride
Trade name: Inderal LA
Dosage strength: 80 mg
Total Volume: 1000 capsules
Warning or precautions: None
How will you store this medication? 
Form of medication? Capsules
Any special instructions? Dispense in child 
resistant packaging





Answer: 
Generic name: hydrocodone bitartrate and 
acetaminophen 
Trade name: Lortab
Dosage strength: 5 mg / 500 mg
Total Volume: 100 tablets
Warning or precautions: May be habit 
forming 
How will you store this medication? Does 
not specify
Form of medication? Tablet
Any special instructions? None



Answer: 
Generic name: acetaminophen and codeine 
phosphate 
Trade name: Tylenol with Codeine
Dosage strength: 15 mg / 300 mg
Total Volume: 100 tablets
Warning or precautions: May be habit 
forming 
How will you store this medication? Does 
not specify
Form of medication? Tablet
Any special instructions? None





Answer: 
Generic name: atropine Sulfate
Trade name: None
Dosage strength: 400 mcg/mL(0.4 mg/mL)
Total Volume: 10 x 20 ,L multiple dose vial
Warning or precautions: Poison
How will you store this medication? Store 
at controlled room temperature 
Form of medication? For SC, IM or IV
Any special instructions? None





Answer: 
Generic name: amoxicillin
Trade name: Amoxil
Dosage strength: 125 mg/ 5 mL
Total Volume: 100 mL when reconstituted
Warning or precautions: None
How will you store this medication? Refrigerate 
preferred not required 
Form of medication? Oral suspension 
Any special instructions? Keep tightly closed, 
shake well before using, and discard after 14 
days.
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Answer: 
Generic name: ethylsuccinate
Trade name: Erythromycin
Dosage strength: 200 mg/ 5 mL
Total Volume: one pint (473 mL)
Warning or precautions: 
How will you store this 
medication? Store in refrigerator 
Form of medication? Oral 
suspension 
Any special instructions? Shake 
well before using, protect from 
light, dispense in amber bottles


