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Background
For assessment to be meaningful and useful, everyone must have the same goals, use the same assignment, and use the assessment tool.
NOTE: This is a problem pointed out by SACSCOC. Although the college has shared institutional student learning outcomes (ISLOs or SLOs), they were assessed differently across courses, leading the data to be unhelpful. The Academic Assessment Advisory Committee revised the college’s SLOs and created rubrics so that the SLOs are assessed similarly across the college.

Institutional Student Learning Outcomes
Each course at the college will assess at a minimum one of the institutional SLOs:
· Critical Thinking – demonstrated by a student’s ability to develop an appropriate solution to defined problems
· Communication – demonstrated by a student’s ability to express ideas or thoughts with written words or spoken language
· Accountability – demonstrated by a student submitting assigned work in a timely manner


ISLO Assessments (Common Assignments)
Assessment must reflect a course objective/goal/outcome (backward design—create an assessment based on an objective rather than creating an objective to match an existing assessment)

Each department must select the same common assignment to assess for each course. For example, all SPH106 courses may choose to assign and assess the same type of speech.

The department assessment of the common assignment using the SLO rubrics can be independent of individual instructors’ grading of the assignment.
 
Tasks for Creating a Common Assignment
1. Identify a shared objective/goal/outcome
2. Create a shared tool to measure the objective (i.e., an assignment)
3. Construct the assignment so it correlates with the levels of the appropriate rubric
4. Use the appropriate rubric to assess student performance on the corresponding SLO

Common Assignment Details
Based on the course objectives, the [Click or tap here to enter text. Department] identified the following assignment that must be in all [ Click or tap here to enter text. courses]: (example: BIO 103, ENG 251, etc.)

Common Assignment Name: Click or tap here to enter text.

Rationale for Choosing This Assignment to Assess the Click or tap here to enter text. SLO: Click or tap here to enter text.

Assignment Instructions: Click or tap here to enter text.

